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Year of the Trail

The City of Hickory joins communities across North
Carolina in celebrating the 2023 Year of the Trail, a
statewide campaign inviting every North Carolinian to
get outside onto the trails, greenways, and blueways
that stretch across “the Great Trails State.”

On August 10, 2021, the N.C. legislature passed HB
554, designating 2023 as the “North Carolina Year of
the Trail.” This historic designation underscores the
tremendous energy behind showcasing, promoting,
and celebrating North Carolina’s trails, both in terms of
their incredible positive impact on quality of life for
N.C. residents, as well as significant economic impact
on individual communities that benefit from “trail
tourism.” The chosen year is significant, as 2023 marks
the 50th anniversary of the 1973 North Carolina Trails
System Act, which created the state’s Trails Program.

The City of Hickory is fortunate to offer 26 parks and a

vast network of trails, greenways, and blueways which
showcase this region’s diverse landscapes, from grand
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mountain vistas to quiet rivers, vibrant urban

greenways and the rolling hills of the piedmont.

The Hickory Trail is an economic catalyst that
showcases these spaces and connects destinations
across the city. From the Hickory Trail, residents and
visitors will have access to some of Hickory's greatest
assets, including a beautiful lake, vibrant downtown,
educational centers, sporting and entertainment
venues, and the airport. An interactive map and
additional information about the Hickory Trail is
available online at www.hkytrail.com.

Why not make it a goal this year to explore the trails
and enjoy outdoor recreation?

Stay tuned throughout the year for more updates
about the Year of the Trail and special events designed
to showcase Hickory’s outdoor recreational spaces.
Planned events, as part of the celebration, include
guided hikes, mountain biking races, group rides and
trail runs, and more.

Year of the Trail is the largest statewide celebration of
trails and outdoor recreation in North Carolina history.

For more information on the Year of the Trail and to
receive updates about statewide events and advocacy
efforts, please visit www.greattrailsnc.com.

Project Grants Available from
Community Relations Council

Is your organization working on a project or program
that will enhance community relations in our city? The
City of Hickory Community Relations Council (CRC) is
currently seeking projects to fund for the 2022-2023
fiscal year and is inviting non-profit agencies, churches,
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